Oncologic issues in the older adult in critical care.
This article describes the pathophysiologic changes that occur with aging as they relate to cancer and cytotoxic therapies, implications related to drug therapy, and complications of treatment modalities as they relate to older persons with cancer who may potentially be admitted to the intensive care unit. Knowledge of these issues is essential for health care providers, so that they can face the complex challenges and optimize the outcomes of critically ill older persons with cancer.